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• The Coordinator-General administers the State Development 
and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (SDPWO Act), along 
with the relevant Minister.

• Under the SDPWO Act, the Coordinator-General has wide-
ranging powers to plan, deliver and coordinate large-scale 
infrastructure projects, while ensuring their environmental 
impacts are properly managed.

• Since 2012, the Office of the Coordinator-General has 
assessed 20 major projects with a combined capital 
expenditure of A$8.31 billion and the potential to create  
78,907 jobs.

Queensland’s Coordinator-General



• Every project applicant must complete an EIS which 

provides a comprehensive description of:

the current environment in the area of the project

all potential impacts (including environmental, social and 

economic) and

proposals by proponents to avoid, mitigate and/or offset 

potential impacts.

• Impacts of a project include direct, indirect and cumulative 

impacts resulting from the construction, commissioning 

and decommissioning of the project. 

Environmental Impact Statements (EIS)



• The EIS process reduces timeframes as it allows for 

the upfront consideration of all government approvals 

in a coordinated process.

• There are 14 projects currently going through the EIS 

process ranging from coal project, a tourist resort, an 

airport expansion, a port, and a large scale agriculture 

project. 

• Each EIS requires studies to establish the qualities of 

the existing environment (natural, social, economic, 

and built) and community consultation.



• The Coordinator-General is also responsible for the planning, 

establishment and ongoing management of State Development 

Areas (SDAs) throughout Queensland.

• SDAs are clearly defined areas of land to promote economic 

development in Queensland and typically take the form of:

 industrial hubs for large-scale, heavy industry

 multi-user infrastructure corridors

 major public infrastructure sites.  

State Development Areas (SDAs)



There are currently 

nine SDAs throughout 

Queensland including 

three infrastructure 

corridors.



The Department of State Development 

• The Department is focused on: 

influencing policy and the investment environment

facilitating a major projects pipeline

strengthening regional Queensland

growing priority, new and emerging industries

supporting enterprise and job creation. 

• More broadly, the department works to engage with 

stakeholders, both community and industry, to grow priority 

and emerging industries.  



• Project attraction and facilitation is part of the department’s 

charter to drive Queensland’s economic development.

• To assist business and industry, the department provides 

professional support and advice, including coordinated case 

management support.

• Services provided to projects accepted for case management 

support include: 

 streamlining of approvals and access to Queensland 

Government contacts

 negotiating and identifying resources and links across 

Queensland Government agencies to overcome obstacles

 identifying opportunities to progress projects such as 

approval pathways, resource availability, site selection and 

access to economic data and business tools



 facilitating introductions with local companies and service 

providers

 liaison across government about projects and its 

contribution to Queensland's economic development 

 providing support, advice and assistance to attract new 

project investment and facilitating investment to support 

major projects

 supporting engagement by companies with Queensland 

communities, local governments and landholders.

• By providing these services  the department can assist or 
address any issues that  may inhibit a project’s establishment 
or expansion. 



• The Coordinator-General plays a critical role within the 

Queensland economy.  Under a specific piece of Queensland 

legislation; the State Development and Public Works 

Organisation Act 1971, the Coordinator-General has been given 

wide ranging powers by the Queensland Government to plan, 

deliver, and coordinate large scale infrastructure projects. 

Powers of the Coordinator-General



• The Coordinator-General’s powers allow him the ability to:

 declare a coordinated project, initiate and manage an 

environmental impact statement evaluation process

 control the planning and development within declared 

SDAs

 acquire land and sell land in order to facilitate project 

development.

 provide development and land access rights for private 

infrastructure facilities

 ensure compliance with development conditions and

 use prescribed project powers to ensure timely decision 

making by other local and State Government agencies.



• Abbot Point SDA is strategically located for large-scale 

industrial and port-related development as it:

 is adjacent to the Port of Abbot Point, an existing deep water 

port facility

 has access to transport links, including the Bruce Highway & 

rail infrastructure

 is an appropriate distance from urban areas.

Queensland’s Abbot Point



• Large-scale development is proposed at Abbot Point to 

facilitate the export of coal from the Bowen and Galilee 

Basins.



• Ports are vital to our resources exports.  

• Coal exports reached 216.7 million tonnes in 2014-2015, 

a 0.4 percent increase on the previous year.  



Queensland’s Galilee Basin
• Coal exports reached 216.7 million tonnes in 2014-2015, a 

0.4 percent increase on the previous year.  

• The Galilee Basin contains a large resource of mostly high-
volatile, low sulphur thermal coal. 

• To develop this area would require capital expenditure of up 
to $55.5 billion on six coal mines plus rail and port 
infrastructure.  

• Proposed mining projects in the Galilee Basin have the 
potential to:

 attract investment of more than A$28 billion

 provide more than 18,400 jobs during construction and 

 provide up to 15,600 operational jobs. 



The Galilee Basin SDA



Queensland:

 is Australia’s, and one of the world’s, largest producer of zinc, 

lead and silver

 ranks second in Australia as a copper and bauxite producer and 

is also an important producer of gold, mineral sands, phosphate 

and magnesite

 has a diverse range of minerals with strong potential for 

investment including: 

₋precious and base metals

₋bauxite and 

₋strategic minerals (such as rare earths, scandium, molybdenum, 

tantalum, niobium, gallium and indium)

 For the latest news, look at the Resources Queensland App for 

mobile devices (available on both Google Android and Apple 

devices) which provides up-to-date project and investment 

information.

Our minerals story



• The Queensland Government is committed to protecting the 

Great Barrier Reef.

• As part of this commitment, the Queensland Government has 

undertaken a strategic assessment of the Great Barrier Reef 

coastal zone in accordance with the Australian Government’s 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef



• This comprehensive strategic assessment responds to the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee’s request of July 2011.

• The Queensland Government is implementing the Reef 2050 

Long Term Sustainability Plan.



• Queensland is the world’s largest exporter of coking coal and we 

have a long and safe record as a producer and supplier of thermal 

and metallurgical coal.

• We are fortunate to have huge coal resources which can be safely 

mined and safely transported to our ports and beyond. 

• We are mining it responsibly to ensure Queensland has a 

diversified economy and a strong and sustainable construction 

sector.

Our coal story



• One of our key coal ports is at Hay Point – one of the largest in 

the world, which is jointly owned by BHP-Billiton Mitsubishi 

Alliance. 

• In December last year the new Berth 3 was opened, forming part 

of the Hay Point Services Coal Terminal Stage 3 Expansion. This 

expansion increases capacity from 44 MTPA to 55 MTPA. 



• More than 70 percent of Queensland’s coal is exported to Asian 
countries, including Japan, China, India and Korea. 

• The majority of this is coking coal used for steel making for which 
there is currently no economic alternative.

• The Paris agreement is likely to increase demand for Australia’s 
high energy, low-ash coals and Japan’s clean-coal technology 
over the medium term, while significantly advancing the 
renewable energy sector.



• Australia as producing 491.5 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) of 

coal in 2014 with an energy content equivalent of 280.8 MTPA of 

oil. 

• The world would use 18.5% less coal if they burned Australian

coal. 



• Domestically, the Queensland Government is committed to 

transitioning from coal power. 

• However coal will be the important bedrock of our economy 

for some years to come.



• Queensland’s economy is tipped to strengthen by four percent 

in 2015-16, driven by a surge in LNG exports. 

• Queensland is expected to have the highest rate of economic 

growth of any Australian state in both 2015–16 and 2016–17.

• This growth is driven by growing overseas exports.

• Queensland’s overseas merchandise exports have risen by    

18.9 per cent, a A$2.1 billion increase. 

Our LNG story



• The Queensland Government firmly believes in a pro-business 

commitment to no new fees or taxes. 

• And it is committed to focusing on innovation in 2016, specifically 

to further diversify the Queensland economy into new areas like 

biofuels.



• The substantial fall in commodity prices has prompted resources 

companies to cut exploration and capital investment budgets and 

change focus to improving productivity and cutting costs.

• Queensland has more than A$4 billion in new resource projects 

on the go. 



• The LNG industry achieved another milestone earlier this year 

with the first shipment bound for Asian markets from the Australia 

Pacific LNG project on Curtis Island near Gladstone. 

• Queensland’s LNG industry is ramping up, having already 

exported A$1.75 billion worth of gas since last year. 



• Australia is expected to become the world’s largest exporter of 

LNG by 2018 with Queensland tipped to become the fourth 

largest exporter. 

• LNG is also expected to become the State’s second largest 

export and is predicted to hit A$15 billion by 2016-2017.       



• The Queensland Government:

 is fine-tuning an ambitious program to modernise the State’s 

resources tenure framework

 has introduced MyMinesOnline which has done away with resource 

permit paperwork and slashed turnaround times by up to 80%

 has developed the Collaborative Drilling Initiative to support the 

resources sector

 is taking a very proactive role in bringing new investors to the State 

and to provide benefits and incentives to our longstanding trading 

partners like Japan.

What Queensland is doing



Thank you.

Any questions?


