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Regions, Industry, 
Agriculture and Resources

Office of Regional 
Economic Development

Serving the people of New South Wales by developing well-connected 

communities, preserving our environment, supporting our industries and 

contributing to a strong economy.

Regions, Industry, Agriculture and Resources leads policy development and 

program delivery to support local communities, build strong primary 

industries, activate regional economies and business development 

opportunities, manage our natural resources, and grow investment in NSW.

The Regional NSW Group works with state and local government agencies, 

regional communities, business and other stakeholders to drive the NSW 

Government’s regional priorities and deliver better outcomes for the people 

living and working in regional NSW.

About the Office of Regional Economic Development 
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• The NSW Government and JOGMEC have a 

long-established relationship.

• Previous two-year MoU signed in September 2017.

• The new MoU has been renewed for another two years.

JOGMEC and NSW Government



• 1394 metals titles across the 

state.

• 12 major metal mines operating. 

• 8 minor metal mines operating.

• $144 million received in royalties 

in 2018-19.

• 7300 direct mineral jobs.

• Estimated 29,000 indirect jobs.

The metals mining industry in NSW
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NSW minerals potential 



• NSW is a great all-rounder for a variety of minerals.

• Most of the traditional metal resources are held in the  

Lachlan Orogen province.

• The Curnamona province holds significant base metal 

resources (lead, silver, and zinc).

• The New England Orogen holds all the antimony 

resource and some gold resource.

• Almost all the emerging mineral resources of NSW 

are held in the Lachlan Orogen province, with some 

cobalt resources in the Curnamona Province.

• All the heavy minerals sand resources are held in the 

Murray Basin.

NSW mineral provinces 
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Value of contained metals in major provinces 

8

234,755 

177,114 

316,847 

 -  100,000  200,000  300,000  400,000  500,000  600,000

Curnamona Province

Lachlan Orogen

Murray Basin

New England Orogen

Emerging

Mineral Sands

Traditional

AU$ millions Source: GSNSW 



• Historically, NSW exploration has been largely limited to areas 

where prospective rocks are found at the surface.

• This is because 80% of these prospective rocks are covered by 

younger rocks or soils and have been left largely unexplored.

• Potential mineral-bearing rock across NSW varies in depth from 

the surface down 4 kilometres in some locations.

• 92% of all minerals holes are drilled to less than 150 metres.

• There is no scientific reason why the NSW surface mineral 

endowment will not be replicated below the 150-metre depth of 

cover.

NSW is underexplored



NSW minerals projects 



NSW has a broad range of minerals, but has 

produced mostly precious and base metals.

NSW major mining operations

Final 
product

2018-19 
production

Gold 42.3 t

Silver 106 t

Copper 209,744 t

Zinc 214,247 t

Lead 102,725 t



Traditional mineral occurrences

• NSW has strong mineral potential for further 

investments in traditional metals.

• 16,327 known metallic mineral occurrences in NSW.

NSW Mineral 
Occurrences

Curnamona 
Province

Lachlan 
Orogen

New England 
Orogen NSW Total

Tonnes 
(‘000)

Value 

($AUD 
million)

Tonnes 
(‘000)

Value 

($AUD 
million)

Tonnes 
(‘000)

Value 

($AUD 
million)

Tonnes 
(‘000)

Value 

($AUD 
million)

4,992 20,916 17,396 230,478 101 2,716 22,489 254,110

Antimony - - - - 101 1,184 101 1,184

Copper - - 12,429 112,810 - - 12,429 112,810

Gold - - 2 90,152 0.03 1,532 2.03 91,684

Lead 2,114 6,581 2,015 6,275 - - 4,129 12,856

Silver 4 2,660 13 9,313 - - 17 11,973

Zinc 2,875 11,675 2,937 11,929 - - 5,812 23,604 12



Emerging or hi-tech mineral occurrence 

NSW has strong mineral 

potential for several emerging 

high-tech metals: 

• Nickel

• Cobalt

• Scandium

• Titanium 

• Rare earths

Emerging metals are expected to 
experience strong growth.



NSW minerals investment





Flemington (Australian Mines)

• Initial scoping study complete

Thackaringa (Australian Mines)
Co (Cu-Ag-Au-Pb-Zn) sulfides

• Exploration ongoing

Thackaringa (Cobalt Blue / 
Broken Hill Prospecting)

Co (Cu-Ag-Au-Pb-Zn) sulfides

• Drilling paused, resolving JV 
arrangements

• Bankable Feasibility Study 
being prepared

Key advanced projects
Narraburra Rare Earths Deposit 
(Paradigm Resources) - Ga, Hf, Nb, Zr, Cs

Exploration Licence Application being 

assessed (ELA 5815) with previous 

Exploration results reported for 2012 under 

EL5629.

The Blicks Project (Anchor Resources) 
W, Mo, As, Au, Ag, Cu, Zn

Platina Scandium Project (Platina 
Resources) - preparing Environmental 
Impacts Statement (EIS)

Definitive Feasibility Study:

• Revenue stream based mostly on Sc, 
40t/year. Co + Pt + Ni by-products

• CapEx: stage1 US$48.1 mill AUD + stage 
2 US$11.1 mill

Snapper, Ginkgo and Crayfish extension 
(Cristal Mining – Tronox)

• Ti, Zr, Monazite (Ce, La, Nd, Th)

Atlas/ Campaspe (Cristal mining –
Tronox)

• Project approval granted, further 
infrastructure projects in approvals 
process on exhibition.

• 6.5 Mt of contained heavy minerals, 
mine life of 20 years

Balranald (Iluka Resources)
• Development approval granted

• Up to 28.2 Mt contained heavy minerals 

from two deposits

• Pending feasibility studies & investment 

decision
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Japanese involvement in NSW projects  



• The Cobar Superbasin area is situated at 
the center of Lachlan Orogen Province in 
central NSW.

• The Project is a Joint Venture with Peel 
Mining Limited and JOGMEC, which 
started in 2014. 

• The exploration will continue to reveal the 
overall copper mineralisation.

Cobar Superbasin Joint Venture



• Northparkes is a copper and gold mine located 27km 

north-west of Parkes, in the Central West of NSW. 

• Since 1993, Northparkes has had high-quality 

copper/gold deposits, with low-cost operations. 

• Northparkes is a joint venture between 

• China Molybdenum Co., Ltd (CMOC) (80%).

• the Sumitomo Groups (20%).

CMOC – Northparkes



NSW Government supports mineral investment



• The NSW Minerals Strategy aims to unlock the state’s metals potential. 

• It does this through better data, improved communication, supporting a 

skilled workforce, and an effective and efficient regulation and services.

• It clearly signals that NSW is very much open for business when it 

comes to sustainable development of the state’s mineral resources.

• This strategy focuses on metals with high-tech applications, 

including:

• copper, silver, and gold.

• rare earth elements, including scandium.

• platinum group elements.

• cobalt, lithium, titanium, and zirconium.

NSW Minerals Strategy

21



• Since 2010, NSW’s share of Australian mineral 

exploration expenditure has more than doubled from 

5.3% to 11.7%.

• The NSW government has launched an ‘Investors’ 

section of its website.

• The government is improving the process:

• Rollout of Titles Management System will deliver 

convenient and transparent online services.

• Review of application timeframes and performance 

targets.

Growing the minerals industry



NSW has two online platforms to assist the public and industry

MinView and Commonground 

• MINVIEW (targeted at industry) is a web mapping 

application that provides free access to view, search, and 

download a comprehensive range of geoscientific data for 

NSW.

• It also provides access to a range of supporting reference 

data, including current and historic exploration and mining 

titles, areas available for exploration, and cadastral 

information.

• There are over 50 unique map layers available and a host 

of information from the Geoscientific Data Warehouse to 

explore.

• Can define a geography area to receive updates for 

ongoing ease of monitoring new entrants. 

Commonground (targeted at the public) provides 

clear explanations of mining and production titles as 

well as interactive visualisation of the various titles 

held. 
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Pre-competitive data
• The seamless geology of NSW is one of the largest and 

most complex geological GIS datasets to be ever produced.

• The government currently stores 1.5 million meters of drill 

core, representing the most informative 1% of all samples 

taken by industry, in a core library and makes them available 

to inspect by appointment.

• DIGS is a public, online archive that provides access to over 

140,000 non-confidential reports and other important 

documentary material held by the NSW Government.

• All confidential exploration reports submitted before June 

2016 will be made public in June 2021. The data to be 

released has a conservative value estimated at $1 billion.
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• $218 million over 10 years (2018 to 
2028).

• NSW focus is uncover extensions of 
five known mineralised terranes.

• Geophysics, geochemistry, drilling, 
3D modelling, mineral potential 
undercover.

• Baseline data undercover.

• The largest airborne electromagnetic 
survey in NSW history

Participation in MinEx CRC

The world’s largest 
mineral exploration collaboration. 25



Why regional NSW?



Start here. Go further.
Now more than ever, Regional NSW is the starting point for people, 
businesses, and ideas that go further.

• Home to 40% of the state’s population (3 million).

• Australia’s largest and most diverse regional economy – 8.3% of 
Australia’s GDP.

• Unprecedented NSW Government infrastructure funding.

• Rich in resources, talented labour, and successful businesses.

• Connected to large and growing markets in Sydney, Australia, Asia 
Pacific, and beyond.

• Track record of successful investments by multinationals.
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Connected to large 
and growing markets

Record infrastructure 
investment

Excellent digital 
connectivity

Low cost of doing 
business

Track record of 
successful 
investment

Innovation 
incubator  

Generation of 
renewable energy 

and storage

21 3

4 5 6

7 8
Diverse, educated 

and skilled 
workforce

9
Targeted 
incentives and 
support

Starting point for businesses and ideas that go further
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The NSW Government’s $20 million Regional NSW Investment Attraction Package (RIAP) was launched in September 2018 to make it 
easier for businesses to establish or expand in regional NSW.

Investment Concierge Service

• The Investment Concierge Service provides end-to-end support for businesses wishing to set up or expand their operations in regional 
NSW. 

• A Regional NSW Investment Coordinator (Murray Wood) was appointed to work ‘hand-in-glove’ with the Concierge to drive investment
into regional NSW. 

Financial incentives

• Eligible businesses can apply under the Regional Investment Attraction Fund (RIAF) to help them establish themselves in regional
NSW and create new jobs.

• Grants and interest free loans are available for businesses that are operating in eligible industries, are ‘footloose’ or establishing in a 
SAP and are creating or retaining jobs. 

Regional Skills Relocation Grant 

• Established to increase the availability of skilled and experienced workers for businesses setting up in, relocating to, or existing in 
regional NSW. 

• The funding is available to assist with the relocation costs of eligible skilled workers they employ that move from metropolitan areas to 
regional NSW.

Regional NSW Investment Attraction Package
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$4.2 Billion Snowy Hydro Legacy Fund
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A Special Activation Precinct (SAP) is an area with the potential to activate state or 

regional significant economic development and jobs creation through improved 

coordination of planning, land use, land acquisition, and investment in infrastructure.

• First SAP announced in Parkes July 2018.

• Second SAP announced in Wagga Wagga in January 2019.

• Third SAP announced in Snowy Mountains in November 2019.

• Fourth SAP announced in Moree in December 2019.

• One other to be announced by early 2020.

Special Activation Precincts
A strategic focus for NSW
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Why Special Activation Precincts?
• Government will undertake technical 

planning studies normally required by a 
proponent.

• Accelerated planning approvals from a 
precinct dedicated team. 

• NSW Government will invest in enabling 
infrastructure, such as 5G connectivity, 
new roads, and utilities.

• Renewable energy to power a micro-grid 
resulting in cheaper energy costs to SAP 
businesses.

• Business concierge services including 
access to incentives to assist businesses 
establish in the SAP.
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Why Parkes?
Crossroads of the Nation
• Uniquely positioned at the intersection of the East 

West rail line, the North South Newell Highway, and 
soon, the new $10 billion Melbourne to Brisbane 
Inland Rail.

• Set to become Australia’s largest intermodal site 
and double stack containers to Perth, Brisbane, and 
Melbourne.

Strategic location 
• Reach 80% of Australia’s population within 

12 hours with central location and shorter transit 
times.

• Approximately 350km from Sydney and 700km 
from Melbourne.

Track Record of Success
• Pacific National investing $35 million on intermodal.
• SCT Logistics, Linfox, and food processing. 
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• 1050 hectares heavy industrial zoned greenfield land. 

• Land costs 1/10 of Western Sydney prices.

• Established industry in area — Teys Australia, 

Riverina Oils & Bio Energy, Enirgi, Southern Oils, 

Livestock Marketing Centre, Proway, and more.

• 75% of Australian population within reach.

• Sydney 461km by car.

• Canberra 245km by car.

• Melbourne 452km by car.

Why Wagga Wagga SAP?



Closing remarks



NSW strengths  

• An effective regulatory framework supporting a 

triple-bottom-line industry.

• A highly-skilled workforce, from having a 

well-established mining sector over time.

• Low sovereign risk.

• Proximity to growing economies in Asia.

• Available capacity on rail and port 

infrastructure.

• World-class geological survey supporting 

exploration and discovery.

• International leader in mine safety.

• High uptake of mining technology and 

innovation.

• Ministerial support to be more proactive in 

promoting the minerals industry.

• Government commitment to reduce approval 

timeframes, improve regulation, and increase 

community engagement.

NSW is open for business 
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Ian.Smith@dpc.nsw.gov.au

Ian Smith


